Chapter release time helps you take care of business

There often just isn’t enough time in the day for CSEA member leaders to take care of union business. After a full day of work and juggling family responsibilities, it’s hard to meet the needs of chapter members.

That’s why CSEA offers a unique program that gives you time away from your job to take care of union business. It’s called the Chapter Release Time Program.
Paid release time allows chapter leaders to work on:

Grievance proceedings; 

Political activity; 

Site representative and job steward programs; 

Internal chapter communications; 

Membership recruitment; 

Along with other activities that benefit the Union and chapter. 
The program also wants to encourage and assist chapters in negotiating district-paid release time into their contracts.

Here’s what you need for release time:

· Chapters must have full or modified agency shop with at least 75 percent members orservice fee payers. 

· The State Association will reimburse the employer for 50 percent of the cost up to $5,000. Chapters are required to “match” these funds through: use of existing or negotiated release time; the district waiving the chapter’s reimbursement portion; chapter funds (with membership approval) or volunteer hours. 

How to apply:

· Chapter leaders—which can include other members besides the president—must submit a detailed plan of action to the Release Time Committee. 

· Participation in the program must be approved by chapter membership. 

· Minutes of the chapter meeting where the program was properly approved by being moved, seconded and carried must be submitted with the application. 

· Chapters that previously participated must demonstrate they met their previous goals with written documentation. 
If you want to use volunteer hours, please obtain membership approval and submit a declaration of intent.  This is an exciting program that will benefit and strengthen your chapter. We encourage you to apply!
Contact Diana Hull at

DHULL@CSEA.COM
or Earl Everett or

eeverett@astound.net
